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Wheat price
sparks food
cost warning

GEORGIA LONEY

WA foed producers have warmed
shioppers that the price of saple goods
such as egps, chcken and pork could
rise soom 25 the dmpact of a higher
wheat price Qows from farms 1o the
chiscE-oul.

Bakssaa's ban on wheat exports after
a severe drowght and big fires bas cot
world wheat supplies and forced
prios Lo hat a two-vear high.

Milne Agrifiroup, ane of WA's big-
geal sockfeed producers and the
owner af Mt Basker Free BRange
Chockei, has aLn:-aLl:.' wscreased feed
prices fof few CUSIOMETS.

Owmer Grabam  Laan predicred
hygher pruon poces would bave ai
ampacl achoss mosl et products.

“IF gradn preces go up, ebaiously the
faros will want ta sell it a1 a higher
prioe,” he sand, “When grain prices go
up, the food cost 1w the consumer
cats prire,

Bt Mr Laint wammed there was a
“rouch of hysteria™ i the gradn mar-
ket becaise most food producers had
stockpiled pram when proces were
how,

The Australain Fpg Corporation
has warned that consumers could pay
an extra 40-50¢ for o doeen egpes

mecanse of the mcresmg prece of
wheal.

Chclken Meat Australia WA cheir-
man Len Brajlkovech saod ol grain poe-
e remained high, chicken prices
would also have o rise. “But there i4
nol goang Lo e aoy magor empact il
Degember, when we koow what the
outcome of tee harvest will e, he
s,

David Lok, chiefl executive of
WA's huggest pork producer, Crag
Mostyn Group, sud sawheast prices
were mecovering rom recard loows,

“Wie're nol oo sure af this price rise
=g bong or short-lerim sssue al the
manent,” he gaid

Rabobank semor commoditses ama-
Iyst Wayne Gordan sasd there were
sigis wheal poces were starting Lo
come back down, “Ii%s a guestion
that's peore about durability of these
prices. While the spike m preoes has
heen dramatie, we have seen the Chi-
cags wheal prices have actually came
back abaut 51 a bushel,”™ he said.

Independent Grocers Association
presadent John Cummings sid he
doubted whether hagher wheat prices
would have a big dmpact on groceries
oty Australia, noting big bakers such ag
Tip Top had L2-moeath contracs for
wheal.

Barren o green again: Ameld Sahamna, left, and Ashton Lockyer tend a

wiasbewater garden al Pandanus Park near Derby.

Pichure: bic Elis

Wastewater
recycling
brings in
the green

FLIF PRIOR

A wastewater system developed m
part by MASA scientss 1s being used
by some WA Aboriginal commaunt-
L=, CULlng Waler Casls, mdul.'n:.g the
threat of disesse and icming barren
L imro gardens

Two years ago, Pandanus Park
Abariginal Community, S0kns seuth
of Derby, was the fimst o nstall Gve
“waslewaler ecoscapes’ [0 SeTvice
erght houses and a childoare centre.

The syatem treats black and grey
water in a sepiic tank for several days
before feeding o inte a garden bed,
bined wath o evembrane and flbed with
pebbles and wetland plans.

Thi: plants strap nutrients from the
water and neutralse pathogens. The
clean water 1 then }::J e garden
beds planted wath tropucal fral trees,
shrubs and “bush tucker™ plants,

Pandanus  chlel executive Peter
MoCumstie sud each garden cost up
to £30,000, paid for by communiy
waler gramls asud D'r_'pa.r!:u:runl ird
Howsang fundasg, but was cheaper
and exsver Lo madntam than tradational
waslewaler syslems.

A Drepantmsent of Housing spokes-
wontan said the propect bad increassd
waler reuise and mmproved bygpene

The system has its orgms m Bio-
spheere 1T — a 15, 000sqm compound
biile 1 the Arbeona desert oo the US e
test whether humaes could survive m
a “closed ecologacal system™,



